Colonel Joe Abodeely
Arizona Military Museum Director
18 February Luncheon Guest Speaker

The Arizona Military Museum is operated by the Arizona National Guard Historical Society,
a private non-profit corporation. The officers and directors serve as docents, and they per-
form other necessary functions in conjunction with National Guard support to operate and
maintain the museum.

The Historical Society’s purposes are: “To enhance the appreciation of the military history of
Arizona and the contributions of the Militia of Arizona and the Arizona National Guard to the
State of Arizona and to the Nation. The Historical Society shall strive: “...to discover and
memorialize the history of the Military of Arizona, the Arizona National Guard, and the gen-
eral military history of Arizona, and to establish and maintain a museum on land leased,
owned, or otherwise controlled by the Society. The Historical Society is “...to portray
events, persons, and other historical information relating to...the military service of Arizo-
nans in wars and other military actions in Arizona and around the world”.

On September 30, 2006, the Arizona Military Museum celebrated its 25th anniversary.

The museum building is a significant part of Arizona's military history. The raw adobe build-
ing was constructed in 1936 as a Depression-era public works project. It served as a Na-
tional

Guard arsenal until World War II, when it was converted into a maintenance shop for Ger-
man prisoners of war confined at a nearby POW camp.
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