
 

 Arizona Chapter 
Calendar  

 

Board of Directors 
meets at 1030 hours, 
Rm. A107, in the 
Arizona Veterans 
Home, 3rd Street and 
Indian School Road. 
Members are invited 
to attend. 
Upcoming meetings: 
¨ December 2 
¨ January 6 
¨ February 3 
 

Member Meetings/ 
Luncheons are normally 
held on the third 
Saturday of the month, 
Social Hour at 1100, 
Luncheon at 1200, at 
McCormick Ranch Golf 
Club, unless noted 
otherwise. 
Upcoming meetings: 
¨ December 18 
¨ January 15 
¨ February 19 
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The Arizona Chapter             6393 W. Dublin Lane       Chandler,  Arizona          85226 

 

Season Greetings  
and Happy Holidays   

 

   I hope you enjoyed 
Thanksgiving with family, 
friends and good food.  It 
is hard to believe that the 
holiday season is upon us. 
 

MSA Awards 
 

   For those of you who 
missed our November 
luncheon, the chapter 
awarded the Meritorious 
Service Award (MSA) to 
13 well-deserving chapter 
members who have 
worked hard and provided 
outstanding service to the 
chapter this year.  I owe 
many thanks to Gary 
F red r i ck s  and  h i s 
nomination committee for 
a job well done in 
se lec t ing  dese rv ing 
members.   
 

   The Meritorious Service 
Award was presented to 
John Ady, Dan Conway, 
J im Cul l ison,  Beth 
Cullison, Patricia Dale, 
Patrick Dale,  Gary 
Fredricks, Marie Fredricks, 
Terry Tassin, Bill Roscher, 
Rob Welch, and Ron 
Worthington. 
 

Auction. You won’t want 
to miss out on this. 
Members of the board will 
provide numerous gifts 
for your amusement and 
enjoyment.    Note: all the 
money from the auction 
will go into the JROTC 
Scholarship Fund. 
 

Don’t Forget 2011 Dues 
 

   I want to thank those of 
you who have already 
renewed your chapter 
membership for 2011.  As 
a reminder, the Chapter 
dues will be the same for 
2011 as they were for 
2010 ($20 regular and 
$10 Auxiliary).  Renewals 
are due on January 1 and 
are vital in maintaining a 
viable Chapter and in 
supporting the newsletter.    
You will find a renewal 
form in this Sentinel. 
 

   Finally, I want to 
express a personal 
thanks to all of the Board 
of Directors, Committee 
Cha i rs ,  Commi t tee 
members and all who 
have contributed to the 
chapter’s success this 
year.  Betty and I wish 
you all the best for this 
holiday season and the 
year to come. 
 

 ��������	�
  

DECEMBER  2010    CHARTERED 1956   -   54 YEARS OF SERVICE TO COUNTRY       EDITOR:  JIM CULLISON 

Meet Our New Officers 
   We also held our 
annual election of 
officers.  The following 
slate of officers will be 
installed during our 
J a n u a r y  m e e t i n g : 
President, John Ady; 1st 
VP, Richard Maxon; 2nd 
VP, Jim Cullison; 
Secretary, Beth Cullison; 
Treasurer, Bill Roscher; 
Directors, Ron Green, 
Dan Conway, Rance 
Farrell, Rob Welch, and 
Ron Worthington. 
 

Get Set for the 
Holidays 

 

   Now that December is 
upon us, I expect the 
next few weeks will be 
very hectic for everyone.  
Therefore, as you plan 
your holiday schedule, 
please include our 
December luncheon on 
the 18th.  This will be 
our annual Chapter’s 
Christmas party.  The 
program will feature the 
Dickens Carolers, and I 
am sure they will get you 
into the holiday spirit. In 
addition to the fine music 
and good food, we will 
have a fun-filled Chinese 

President’s  
Perspective 

by Ron Perkins  
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Cell Phones for Soldiers 
 

   Don’t forget to bring your old cell phones to 
the December meeting. The Chapter will donate 
them to the non-profit Cell Phones for Soldiers.  

Help Saint Nick 
Make His Rounds  
 

By Terry Tassin 
 

   Again this year we are 
collecting new, unwrapped 
toys from members for 
delivery to the USMC 
Reserve Center for their 
Toys For Tots program at 
Christmas.  
 

   All members are encouraged to bring at least 
one toy for donation to this worthy program. 
Usually, the 9-12 year-old age group is the most 
difficult to accommodate. Bring your donations 
to the December Christmas meeting. There will 
be a collection box set up in the corner. No 
stuffed animals please. 

 

New Officers Ready to Lead Chapter 
 

Chapter officers for 2011 were elected by the 
membership at the November luncheon. The 
new officers are: 

President: COL John Ady  
First Vice President: BG Gregg Maxon  
Second Vice President: Lt Col Jim Cullison  
Treasurer: COL Bill Roscher  
Secretary: Beth Cullison  
Past President: Col Ron Perkins  
Directors: CAPT Dan Conway, Maj Ron 
Green, COL Rance Farrell, COL Rob 
Welch, Col Ron Worthington.  

They will be inducted at the January luncheon. 

Time for 2011 Member Renewal 
 

   Annual membership renewals are due by 
December 31 and can be submitted with the 
renewal form below.  Dues for 2011 remain 
unchanged: $20 for regular members and $10 
for Auxiliary members. 
   How do you know if you owe dues?  If you 
receive The Sentinel by e-mail, check the  
membership roster that’s sent along with this 
newsletter. Look for your name and the column 
on the right. If it’s a 10, you owe dues for 2011. 
If you receive The Sentinel by mail, look for the 
number next to your name on the address label. 
If it’s a 10, you owe for 2011. 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - CUT HERE AND MAIL 
RENEWAL FORM WITH YOUR CHECK - -- - - - - - - - - -  -  

 

 Arizona Chapter 2011 Membership Renewal Form  
 
 

 Member Full Name:           
 

 Membership Renewal:  $20 Regular member       
 

 Membership Renewal:  $10 Auxiliary member       (surviving spouse) 
 

 Any Changes in your address, phone number, e-mail,  etc :  

___________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________ 

 
Make check payable to:  AZ Chapter MOAA  

 

 Mail renewal application and check to:  
 

AZ CHAPTER MOAA 
C/O Bill Roscher 

4337 E. Sands Drive 

Pearl Harbor Remembrance 
 

   A salute to the men and women who lost 
their lives at Pearl Harbor December 7, 1941, 
will be held at 1:15 p.m. December 4 at Mesa 
Market Place, 10550 E. Baseline Road. Color 
guard, patriotic songs and other activities. 
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Get Set for Our January Meeting 
 

  Captain Billie Walker, member of the 
Lafayette Escadrille and a former Air America 
pilot in Vietnam, will be our guest speaker 
January 15.  The Lafayette Escadrille is the 
group that flies biplanes in formation at the 
annual Memorial Day observance at the 
National Cemetery. 
 

   Walker is a former college roommate of 
Arizona’s Official Historian Marshall Trimble.  
He will be inducted into the Arizona Aviation 
Hall of Fame at the Pima Air and Space 
Museum in Tucson in March 2011. 

Check It Out  
 

  Chapter Website Gets Makeover 
By Rob Welch, Webmaster 

 

    As most of you know, Tom 
Houser, our old Webmaster, bailed 
out of our precious Valley of the 
Sun, heading back East to join the 
Beltway Bandits.  Good luck back 
there, Tom.  Wish you were here, 
though, to continue the fine work 
you have done on our chapter 
website. 

 

    I know you guys couldn’t care less about this, 
but we are transferring our chapter’s website 
from our current Internet Service Provider (ISP), 
Ready Hosting, to one hosted by GoDaddy.  
 

   The new ISP will be a little easier on our 
chapter’s pocketbook and a whole lot easier to 
learn how to use, maintain and keep up to 
date.  Especially for a Webmaster newbie like 
me.  Hmmmm, I wonder if Clay Thompson could 
help me out here? 
 

Take a Look at the New Look 
 
 

   So, check out our new site in December.  It 
will have an entirely new look, one based upon 
the red, white, and blue of our country’s 
flag.  How great is that!   
 

   The heading bar alone is worth mentioning.  It 
incorporates our affiliation with National MOAA, 
our own special name, our 5-Star Awards, and 
our beautiful Arizona sunsets (as seen from my 
home in Anthem).  There will even be a 
password-protected chapter roster for members’ 
use only.   
 

   When the new website first comes up on the 
web, there will be some glitches with it, and 
some of the old pages may not be included as 
yet.  If Tom were still here, I am sure there 
wouldn’t be a problem.  But, I hope to fix those 
glitches early in December, so please be patient 
with me.  If you see a problem after mid-
December, though, please let me know.  Just e-
mail me at AZ.MOAA@gmail.com    
 

   Hopefully, our new website will be useful to 
you, and you will return to it again and again. 
Take a look at www.azchaptermoaa.org. 

  Rob 

 
A Great Day 

for Golf 
and Scholarships 

The fall golf tournament 
drew 75 players and 
raised $1,578 for the 
Scholarship Fund.  Ron 
Perkins, above, lines up 
his drive while Rance 
Farrell, right, watches his 
shot fly. Terry Tassin, with 
his son Chris at the wheel, 
shows it’s fun to hit the 
links. 
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Personal Affairs 
by Dan Conway 

Personal Affairs Officer 

 

Consumer Scams 
 

   I recently had an opportunity to be taken by a 
scam. It is known as the Grandparent Scam. A 
phone call came from my grandson who was in 
jail in Canada and needed $2,200. His story 
was that he knew that calling his dad would be 
very upsetting, and that he would rather report 
the incident to him in person. The Canadian 
authorities could not accept his credit card.  
 

   As it turned out, I did call his dad; the 
grandson was at work and had not been to 
Canada. It was very real with a perfect imitation 
of his voice. It is easy to see that others could 
be taken in by the scam. 
 

  This is only one of the scams which has been 
recognized by the Arizona Attorney General 
and discussed in a very informative booklet. 
 

  The booklet describes scams of the 10 
following types: 
 

·  Auto Purchases and Repairs 
· Work at Home and Business Opportunity 

Schemes 
·  Certified Check Fraud 
·  Charity Fraud and Scams 
·  Internet Auctions and Fraud 
·  Identity Theft 
·  Mortgage Foreclosure Rescue Schemes 
·  Payday and Other Quick Cash Loans 
·  Prize Notification Scams 
·  Telemarketing Rip-offs 
 

  The booklet explains each of the scams and 
lists Red Flags to help you recognize the scam. 
 

  To obtain a copy of the booklet Top 10 
Consumer Scams, call the Attorney General’s 
office at 602 542-2123 or 602 542-5025 or you 
can request a copy at www.azag.gov. The web 
site also provides additional information on the 
specific scams. 
 

  Please consider me as a resource and don't 
hesitate to call with your questions and 
concerns at 480 368-1427. 
 

 Daniel M. Conway  

Meritorious Service Award Winners 
 

Thirteen members were presented Meritorious 
Service Awards at the November luncheon.  
Those honored for exceptional service during 
the year are, from left, Pat Dale, Rob Welch, 
Dan Conway, Marie Fredricks, Terry Tassin, 
Gary Fredricks, Ron Worthington, Bill Roscher 
and (not pictured) Ron Perkins. Also winning 
MSAs but unable to attend were John Ady, Beth 
Cullison, Jim Cullison and Patricia Dale. 

MOAA Honors Excellent Chapters 
 

Arizona chapters were well-represented when 5 
and 4-star awards were presented at MOAA’s 
annual meeting in Washington. Back row from 
left are Col Allen Rossow of Coronado, Lt Col 
Scott Phillips of Luke, our Col Ron Perkins,  Lt 
Col Darren Venters of Green Valley; front row 
from left, Col Lee Lange, MOAA Council and 
Chapter Affairs Director, Col Karl Pfitzer of 
Superstition, Col Ken Yamanouchi, AZ Council 
of Chapters President, Pat Schecter of Tucson, 
and Gen Richard Neal, MOAA Chairman. 



 

Approving funds for government 
 operations beyond December 

No progress, but it will be a high priority and can 
be done quickly, so shouldn’t be a problem 
other than taking time away from the other 
issues. 
 

Initiatives to extend part or all 
 of the Bush-era tax cuts 

Still hung up between the parties on agreeing 
what to do about the high wage earners. 
 

Announcements of the recommendations 
 of the President’s Commission on Fiscal 

Responsibility and Reform (Deficit) 
on December 1 

The co-chairs took the initiative and put out their 
comprehensive and controversial version which 
you probably saw in the newspapers in mid-
November.  It remains to be seen if a 
consensus, which requires 14 of 18 
commissioners to agree, can be achieved, but 
there will surely be something serious put 
forward. 
 

MOAA’s Concerns 
 

   So, as we look forward to 2011, MOAA’s 
legislative concerns are still a work in progress 
to see what of the above actually remains open 
and what the President’s FY2012 proposed 
budget will look like when it hits the streets in 
early spring.  Right now our priorities are likely 
to be centered on: 
 

A 25% mandated cut to Medicare/TRICARE 
payments to doctors which would be the result 
of Congress once again kicking the can down 
the road rather than finding the $250 billion plus 
required to fix the issue or charging it up to the 
deficit. 
An expected  DOD push to significantly raise 
TRICARE and pharmacy fees and co-pays, 
which is likely to be once again included in the 
FY2012 President’s budget request after a one 
year reprieve this year. 
Other deficit commission recommended 
service cuts and fee/tax increases that are likely 
to target, among everything else, retirement, 
healthcare and COLAs. 
 

   I know that MOAA is geared up to make our 
case for us.  We will need to continue to help by 
providing the necessary grass roots support. 
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What Lies Ahead 
 

   The elections for this year are now over. I 
hope you took the opportunity to vote and that 
you are OK with the results.  I am personally 
very happy to be done with all the negative 
political TV commercials for awhile. 
 

   On November 13, when we were traveling 
back to Washington, D.C., for a MOAA National 
Board of Directors meeting, we found ourselves 
sitting in the airport across from new Arizona 
Representative David Schweikert and his wife 
and had a nice chat with them.  They were on 
their way back to D.C. for a week long 
orientation as they get ready for the opening of 
the next Congress on January 5. So, the current 
Congress is rapidly running out of time to finish 
their tasks.  In fact the lame ducks must vacate 
their offices in early December so they can be 
made ready for the new occupants. 
 

   As I look back at my October Sentinel 
legislative report I note there were five major 
issues pending.  Unfortunately at this writing 
they are all pretty much still there with the clock 
ticking.  As I write this, the status is as follows: 
 

Finishing the Defense Authorization Bill 
The House finished their version early last 
summer, but the Senate has yet to act.  A major 
hang-up has been the “don’t ask, don’t tell” 
issue.  This is the bill in which we normally see 
200 or 300 quality of life amendments affecting 
both active duty and retired added through the 
respective House or Senate bills or during their 
bill reconciliation process.  Given the short time 
remaining, getting any of those amendments 
included is now a real long shot, and getting any 
bill at all passed has become a real issue. 
 

Preventing a 23.5% cut in 
Medicare/TRICARE payments to doctors 
from going into effect on December 1, as 

required under current law 
The Senate passed a bill that would delay the 
cut until December 31.  Even if the House 
passes a similar bill, a date delayed until later in 
December only means we have another crisis in 
January. 

Legislative Update 
by Gary Fredricks, Legislative Chair 
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MEAL / MEETING RESERVATION FORM  
 

Please reserve__________ meals for (Name) ________________________________________________________ 

Enclosed is my check for $ ________________________  ($19.00 per person) for 18 December 2010  

Make check payable to:  AZ Chapter MOAA         Received No Later Than:          16 December 2010  

Send to:  Bill Roscher, 4337 E. Sands Dr., Phoenix, AZ 85050   Phone: 480-948-3609   E-mail: wroscher@cox.net 

CHAPTER FINANCIAL PARTICIPATION  
If you would like to make a donation to one or more of the AZ Chapter Funds, include your check identified with the appropriate fund 
and mail  to:  Bill Roscher, 4337 E. Sands Dr., Phoenix, AZ 85050 .   
 

General Fund: $ ___________________________ 
 

Scholarship Fund:  $ _______________________   [now a 501(c)(3) charitable fund]  
 

Name of Donor :________________________________Identify me as a donor in the next newsletter. YES___  NO___ 

December Luncheon Meeting  
 

WHEN:     December 18, 2010 
                 11:00 a.m. Social Hour, 12:00 Lunch 
                  
WHERE:  McCormick Ranch Golf Club 
       Scottsdale, Arizona 
      
COST:       $19 Per Person 
 
DRESS:    Business Casual 
 
MENU      Chef’s Choice 
 
PROGRAM: Holiday music by the Dickens Carolers, 
followed by a Chinese Auction.. 
 
Reservations must be received by 4 p.m. on 
Thursday, December 16. Cancellations need to be 
received the same day to receive your money back. 
Use the reservation form below. 

Projector Donated to Chapter 
 

   The Arizona Chapter will receive an Epson  
multi-media projector valued at $1,000, thanks to 
board member Rob Welch’s initiative.  
   Since chapter luncheon speakers frequently 
require a projector for their presentations, Rob 
did some research and discovered that Epson 
America donates equipment through its Focused 
Giving Program to noteworthy organizations that 
benefit their communities. Rob submitted an 
application to Epson and  was notified on 
November 18 that the application  was approved. 
   Chapter President Ron Perkins expressed 
thanks for the generous donation and said he is 
pleased that the company recognizes the good 
work our chapter does for the community. 
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Arizona Chapter 
Military Officers Association of America 
13819 N. 51st Street 
Scottsdale, AZ 85254 

Show  Your Colors By 
Proudly Displaying The 
Arizona ‘Veteran Plate’ 
On Your Vehicle.  Show How 
Veterans Help Veterans. 

PRESIDENT 
  COL Ron Perkins USAF      480-961-8632 
FIRST VICE PRESIDENT 
  BG Gregg Maxon ARNG      480-990-3625 
SECOND VICE PRESIDENT 
  COL John Ady USAR      480-596-0780 
SECRETARY 
  Beth Cullison       602-482-3838 
TREASURER 
  COL Bill Roscher USA      480-948-3609 
IMMEDIATE PAST PRESIDENT 
  LCDR Terry Tassin USN       623-931-1546 
DIRECTORS 
LTC Ron Green USAF, COL Rob Welch USA, 
CAPT Dan Conway USCGR,  COL Ron 
Worthington USAF, Kathy Upchurch AUXILIARY 

NEWSLETTER EDITOR 
  LTC Jim Cullison USAF      602-482-3838 
ADVERTISING 
  LTC Jim Cullison USAF      602-482-3838 
ELECTRONIC COMMUNICATIONS 
  COL Ron Perkins USAF       480-961-8632 
HISTORIAN / PHOTOGRAPHER 
  LTC Jim Cullison USAF              602-482-3838 
JROTC AWARDS 
  LCDR Terry Tassin USN             623-931-1546 
LEGISLATIVE 
  COL Gary Fredricks USAF          480-836-8419 
MEMBERSHIP 
  COL John Ady USAR       480-596-0780 
AUXILIARY  LIAISON  
  Kathy Upchurch        602-799-0240 

CHAPLAIN 
  LTC Bob Rutherford USA            602-944-4224 
PERSONAL AFFAIRS 
  CAPT Dan Conway USCGR       480-368-1427 
PROGRAMS 
  COL Charles Schluter, USA        480-563-8480 
ARRANGEMENTS 
  Marie Fredricks                            480-836-8419 
SCHOLARSHIPS 
  COL Ron Worthington USAF       480-945-4015 
TOPS LIAISON 
  COL Charles Schluter, USA        480-563-8480  
WEBMASTER 
  CAPT Tom Houser, USAF           602-697-3123 
SHARE A RIDE 
  COL Ron Perkins, USAF             480-961-8632 

The Arizona Chapter MOAA - 2010 Board of Directors and Committee Chairs 

Access Arizona Chapter’s Internet Web Site at : www.azchaptermoaa.org 

Address Service Requested 

Help Veterans’ Families, Get a Tax Credit 
 

   If you’re making year-end charitable donations, 
consider the Arizona Military Family Relief Fund, 
administered by the AZ Department of Veterans’ 
Services (DVS). Donations up to $400 from a couple 
or $200 from an individual can qualify for a dollar for 
dollar tax credit on your state income tax return. 
 

   The fund provides assistance to families of 
Arizona service members injured or killed while 
fighting the global war on terrorism. More 
information is available from DVS at 602 255-3373 
or www.dvs.az.gov and click on benefits. 


